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Issue Paper Gradesheet

____
STRUCTURE – Paper has a clearly defined and specific thesis sentence that outlines several key points addressed in the body of the paper. Use any of several traditional devices to start the paper – compelling stories, interesting facts, bold statement. Each subsequent paragraph expands on a main idea addressed in the thesis. Paper offers key details, quotes, paraphrases, examples and reasons to support the topic sentence in each paragraph. 25 points
____
CONTENT – Paper addresses, fully investigates, and answers significant questions related to the thesis. In addition, the paper offers specific reasons and examples that support all statements. Paper includes details and facts that enable reader to better understand each point being argued. Specific details are needed to clearly illustrate ideas. 25 points
____
WRITING STYLE/GRAMMAR  – Student uses precise language and avoids wordiness, cliché, jargon, and personal commentary. Sentences are varied for length and style where appropriate. Technical, or esoteric, terms are explained for average reader. Paper is free of errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling and does not include personal pronouns, such as ‘I,’ ‘me,’ ‘our,’ ‘we,’ ‘you.’ 25 points
____
SOURCES/ATTRIBUTION– Includes references to academic sources, such as Columbia Journalism Review, American Journalism Review, Journalism Quarterly, or Journalism History. Student relies on primary sources that offer first-hand information, specific insights, key details and context. All information is attributed and cited properly within the text of the paper. Sources are also cited properly on a separate Works Cited page using MLA style. 25 points
__________ Total Points
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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